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General Fund revenue
collections for the
month ended December

2011 totaled $2.27 billion, which
was $141.5 million, or 5.9%,
below estimate for the month.
Fiscal year-to-date collections
total $11.6 billion, which is
$486.8 million, or 4.0%, below
estimate for the year.  

General Fund tax revenue
collections are $397.8 million, or
3.6%, more than last year as of
the end of December. Fiscal
year-to-date 2011-12 total Gen-
eral Fund revenue collections
tax and non-tax are $190.7 mil-
lion, or 1.7% ahead of last year.  

December’s corporation tax
collections were below esti-
mate by $92.2 million, account-
ing for the majority of the
monthly deficit.  The final
quarterly estimated payment
for the 2011 tax year is due in
December.  The corporate net
income tax fell short by $106.6
million for the month against a
very optimistic monthly rev-
enue estimate.  The capital
stock and franchise tax was
over estimate by $10.3 million
for the month.  Corporate tax-
payers have the ability to use
their second preceding year as
a “safe harbor” base year
when calculating their esti-
mated payments.  If the 2011
tax liability is underpaid by the
four quarterly installments,

General Fund Revenues Continue to Underperform in December
“true-up” payments will be due
in April 2012.  

Personal income tax collec-
tions were below estimate by
$36.7 million.  Employers’ with-
holding was $22 million short of
estimate for the month.  Esti-
mated PIT payments were $12.4
million short of estimate for the
month, and annual tax pay-
ments were $2.3 million below
estimate.  After adjusting for the
difference in the number of pay-
ment dates in the month, De-
cember 2011 employers’
withholding collections were
relatively flat compared with
last year.

Sales and use tax collections
were below estimate for the
month by $4.4 million.  Non-
motor SUT was below estimate
by $11.1 million for the month,
and SUT on motor vehicles was
over estimate by $6.7 million.
Despite being below estimate,
SUT collections were $87.2 mil-
lion, or 13%, ahead of last year
for the same month.  However,
much of the increase over last
year might be attributable to the
change in sales and use tax fil-
ing dates, and it is difficult to
know how the collections would
compare with last year if the fil-
ing change did not take place.

Continued…
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Senate Appropriations Committee, Jake Corman, Chairman

General Fund Tax Collections
Fiscal Year 2011-2012

Comparison of Official Estimate with Actual Revenue by Month



January 2012 • Page 2

The realty transfer tax was
above estimate by $4.5 million,
or 18.3%, for the month.  Inheri-
tance tax collections exceeded
the estimate by $110,463 for the

tions were $9.2 million below
estimate for the month of 
December. The Motor License
Fund is $4.4 million below 
estimate for the year. 

month. Cigarette, liquor and
table games tax collections were
all slightly above estimate for
the month.

Motor License Fund collec-

Governor Corbett Presents Mid-Year Budget Briefing

During his annual mid-
year budget briefing,
Governor Corbett re-

ported that the Common-
wealth’s economic condition
continues to be challenging as
revenue collections have been
underperforming this year’s
estimate. 

At the briefing, the Gover-
nor disclosed that the General
Fund revenue shortfall for Fis-
cal Year 2011-12 is currently

projected to be $500 million.
As of December 31, 2011, rev-
enue collections are $486.8
million, or 4.0%, below esti-
mate for the year.

In an effort to address the
projected deficit, the Governor
has proposed to offset the
shortfall with reductions in
current year appropriations.
The Budget Office indicates
that most operating appropri-
ations will be reduced by 3%,

while others, such as the State
Related Universities, are facing
a 5% reduction.  The Budget
Office indicated that the trans-
fer to Agriculture for the PSU
Agriculture Extension and Re-
search program will not be in-
cluded in this round of
budgetary freezes.

An itemized listing of Gover-
nor Corbett’s contemplated
budget cuts is available at:
Click here for link.

Fiscal Year 2011-12 
Performance of Major Tax Types  

Above/Below the Monthly Estimate 
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Fiscal year-to-date revenue performance has been lagging behind the estimate in each major tax category.  For the six months ending December 2011, each tax
type has been essentially at or below the estimate for five of the six months.  As the chart illustrates, sales and use tax has performed better than either the personal
income tax or corporation taxes.  Consumer spending has held up better than sentiment would suggest, and business equipment spending is rising at a strong pace.
On the other hand, a sluggish labor market and stagnant wages continue to suppress personal income tax collections.  The prominent shortfalls in corporation taxes
during the months of September and December correspond with weak quarterly estimated tax payments for the 2011 tax year.

http://www.budget.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/current_and_proposed_commonwealth_budgets/4566
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General Fund Tax Collections
Fiscal Year 2011-2012

Revenue Comparison with Last Year
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General Fund Tax Collections
Year-to-Date Comparison with Official Estimate
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