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General Fund revenue col-
lections for the month
ended October 2011 to-

taled $1.81 billion, which was
$67.1 million, or 3.6%, below esti-
mate for the month.  Fiscal year-
to-date collections total $7.7
billion, which is $282.1 million, or
3.6%, below estimate for the year.  

Compared with last year’s rev-
enue collections, October 2011
collections were 2.8% above last
year.  Year-to-date fiscal year
2011-12 total General Fund rev-
enue collections are $84.2 million,
or 1.1% ahead of last year.  Gen-
eral Fund tax revenue collections
are $251.3 million, or 3.4%, more
than last year as of the end of Oc-
tober.

October’s corporation tax col-
lections were below estimate
by $53.4 million.  During Octo-
ber, some corporations that
have a six-month filing exten-
sion from April pay their CNI
and CSFT annual payments
late.

Even though the filing of re-
turns can be extended, tax pay-
ments for calendar year filers
were due in April 2011, regard-
less of extension.  The strong
annual payments received in
April 2011, when corporation
tax payments exceeded esti-
mate by 41.7%, did not carry
over to this October.

General Fund Revenues Below Estimate for the Month of October
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Senate Appropriations Committee, Jake Corman, Chairman

General Fund Tax Collections
Fiscal Year 2010-2011

Comparison of Official Estimate with Actual Revenue by Month

Personal income tax collections
were below estimate by $37.4
million, accounting for more
than half of the monthly deficit.
Employer’s withholding was $11
million short of estimate for the
month, and payments on annual
tax returns fell short of estimate
by $28.6 million.

Estimated PIT payments were
$2.5 million over estimate for
the month.  As with corporation
taxes, individuals that have a
six-month filing extension
sometimes make annual tax pay-
ments in October even though
the taxes were due in April.
Again, the strong annual pay-
ments received in April 2011 did

not repeat in October.

Sales and use tax collections
were above estimate for the
month by $22 million.  Non-
motor SUT was above estimate
by $4 million for the month, and
SUT on motor vehicles was over
estimate by $18 million.

Sales and use tax on motor vehi-
cles was off by $10 million in
September, and so it could be
that vehicle purchases delayed
by September’s flooding were
made in October.

The Realty Transfer Tax was
below estimate by $3.8 million,
or 14.2%, for the month.  The

Continued…
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RTT collections reflect continu-
ing weakness in the housing
market.  Inheritance, liquor and
table games tax collections were
all slightly above estimate, but
cigarette tax collections barely

missed the mark.

Motor License Fund collections
were $11.8 million below esti-
mate for the month of October.
The Motor License Fund is $5.8

million below estimate for the
year.

Recently, Senator Jake Cor-
man introduced 
legislation that encom-

passes many of the funding 
recommendations of a state
transportation commission 
appointed by Governor Tom Cor-
bett.

Senator Corman's multi-bill leg-
islative package (Senate Bills 4,
1326 and 1327) is based largely
on recommendations included
in the report issued by the
Transportation Funding Advi-

Corman Proposes Transportation Funding Legislation
sory Commission (TFAC), which
Governor Corbett created in
April to find solutions to the
transportation funding crisis
facing the state. To view the re-
port, go to
http://www.tfac.pa.gov/

The TFAC report urged 
PennDOT to consider a number
of measures including adjusting
outdated vehicle driver fees for
inflation, increasing fines, un-
capping the Oil Company Fran-
chise Tax over five years and

modernizing many PennDOT
services for cost savings.

The Corman bill package incor-
porates most of the Commis-
sion's recommendations,
providing a fair, strategic plan
for addressing the transporta-
tion funding needs of Pennsyl-
vania. All revenue generated
will be dedicated specifically to
transportation projects, which
means the money will stay in
Pennsylvania, creating jobs and
boosting the economy.

Pennsylvania’s seasonally ad-
justed unemployment rate
rose in September to 8.3

percent, while the U.S. unemploy-
ment rate has held steady at 9.1%
during that time period. The
state's September unemployment
rate was down 0.2 percentage
points from September 2010. 

Higher Unemployment Rate Extends Benefits
However, Pennsylvania's unem-
ployment rate again reached a
level that authorizes the com-
monwealth to enter into a "High
Unemployment Period" (HUP)
for Extended Benefits (EB). The
U.S. Department of Labor re-
cently notified the state that
Pennsylvania's total unemploy-

ment rate had reached 8.1 per-
cent, triggering the availability
of these extended benefits. The
department will notify individu-
als who may be eligible for HUP
EB. The amount of HUP EB
available for each individual will
vary.
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General Fund Tax Collections
Fiscal Year 2010-2011

Revenue Comparison with Last Year
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Senate Appropriations Committee, Jake Corman, Chairman

General Fund Tax Collections
Year-to-Date Comparison with Official Estimate
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