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General Fund revenue collec-
tions for the month ended
February 2012 totaled $1.7

billion, which was $15.6 million, or
0.9%, above estimate.  Fiscal year-
to-date collections total $15.5 billion,
which is $481.6 million, or 3.0%,
below estimate.  Total (i.e. tax + non-
tax) FY 2011-12 General Fund rev-
enues are 1.9% higher than last
year, while tax revenues are 3.4%
more.  February is typically the
month having the least amount of
revenue collections for the entire
fiscal year.

Sales and use tax collections
were short of estimate by $6.5 mil-
lion, or 1%, for the month.  General
(i.e. non-motor vehicle) SUT was
$13.2 million, or 2.4%, below esti-
mate.  Sales and use tax on motor
vehicles was $6.7 million, or 9.4%,
above estimate for the month.
Consumer demand for new vehi-
cles continues to improve at a
steady pace.  Overall, sales and use
tax revenues are 4.8% ahead of
last year at this time.

Personal income tax collections
were above estimate by $36.2 mil-
lion, or 4.7%, for the month.  PIT
from employers’ withholding was
over estimate by $38.7 million for
the month.  The national unem-
ployment rate and the number of
jobless fell in January to the lowest
levels since early 2009.  According
to the federal Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics, total nonfarm payroll em-
ployment rose by 243,000 in
January, and the unemployment
rate decreased to 8.3%.  December
job growth was 203,000, and No-
vember job growth was 157,000.

General Fund Revenues Above The Estimate In February
With any luck, this month’s rela-
tively strong performance reflects a
job market that is gaining real
steam, although there is some con-
cern that the exceptionally mild
winter weather has given a tempo-
rary boost to employment.  Quar-
terly estimated PIT was under
estimate by $2.2 million for Febru-
ary, and PIT payments on annual
tax returns just about met the esti-
mate at $338,072 below for the
month.  Overall, PIT revenues are
3.7% ahead of last year at this time.

Corporation tax collections were
below estimate by $9.7 million, or
13.2%, for the month.  February is
not a particularly important month
for corporation tax collections.
Corporation taxes are $296.5 mil-
lion, or 17.8%, below estimate for

the year.

Realty Transfer Tax collections
missed the estimate at nearly $1 mil-
lion below for the month.  RTT had
been running substantially below
estimate for quite some time, but it
has been moving closer to the esti-
mate over the past three months.

Liquor tax collections of $22.6
million were $1.1 million above esti-
mate.  Cigarette tax collections just
missed the estimate by $830,125 and
table games tax revenue beat the es-
timate by $769,211.

Motor License Fund collections
were $5.4 million above estimate for
the month of February. The Motor
License Fund is $8.1 million above
estimate for the year.
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Senate Appropriations Committee, Jake Corman, Chairman

General Fund Tax Collections
Fiscal Year 2011-2012

Comparison of Official Estimate with Actual Revenue by Month
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General Fund Tax Collections
Fiscal Year 2011-2012

Revenue Comparison with Last Year
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Senate Appropriations Committee, Jake Corman, Chairman

General Fund Tax Collections
Year-to-Date Comparison with Official Estimate
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Fiscal Year 2011-2012
Performance of Major Tax Types

Above/Below the Monthly Estimate
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Senate Appropriations Committee, Jake Corman, Chairman

Recently, the Independent Fis-
cal Office (IFO) provided a 
response to an inquiry made

at the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee budget hearing regarding
Gross Receipts Tax (GRT) revenue
collections and future projections.
According to the IFO, two factors
appear to impact recent and 
projected patterns of collections. 

1. For recent years, the tax base
has stagnated or declined for
the two industry segments that
comprise the vast majority of
GRT collections. 

a. A gradual reduction in the
number of land lines and
slower growth in the cell
phone market has impacted
the base. It is important to
note that data charges for
smart phones are not in-
cluded in the GRT base.

b. Generation charges for elec-

Independent Fiscal Office Responds to Inquiry From The 
Senate Appropriations Committee

tricity have generally de-
clined due to deregulation,
but load continues to grow
so that the underlying 
forecast of tax liability for
gross receipts of electric
companies is generally flat
for tax year 2012.

2. Timing issues, particularly
within the electric industry,
have contributed to the volatil-
ity of collections in recent
years. Data from the Public
Utility Commission show that a
large number of customers
switched from traditional 
public utilities to new electric
generation suppliers between
2009 and 2011. This outcome
could affect GRT remittances
as follows:

a. The previous supplier might
immediately reduce their
tentative payment on March

15 to reflect the smaller 
customer base.

b. The previous supplier might
simply disregard the switch
and make a tentative 
payment that is too large,
thereby generating a credit
to be used when they file a
tax return on March 15 of
the subsequent year. 

c. The new supplier might 
disregard the estimated 
revenues from new 
customers and use their
“safe harbor” amount (the
tax liability from the second
prior tax year) to make a low
tentative payment on March
15, with a final payment of
“true-up” due March 15 of
the following year when tax
returns are due.
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